
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20, 2020, Worship Aid 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Prelude                                                 Be Thou My Vision 

Be thou my vision, Oh Lord of my heart.                                                                                          

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art.                                                                                         

Thou my best thought by day or by night.                                                                                           

Waking or sleeping thy presence my light. 

Be thou my wisdom and thou my true word.                                                                                                 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.                                                                                                     

Thou my great Father, I thy true son.  Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one. 

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; thou mine inheritance, now and always.  

Thou and thou only first in my heart, high King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

High King of Heaven, my victory won.                                                                                                                                     

May I reach Heaven’s joys, oh bright Heaven’s Sun!                                                                            

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall.  Still be my vision, Oh Ruler of all.                                                        

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall.  Still be my vision, Oh Ruler of all. 

Nathan Pacheco 

                                                                         Breath of Heaven 

I have traveled many moonless night, cold and weary with a babe inside.                                        

And I wonder what I’ve done.  Holy Father, you have come and chosen me now                       

to carry your Son.   

I am waiting in a silent pray’r.  I am frightened by the load I bear.  In a world as 

cold as stone, must I walk this path alone.  Be with me now, be with me now.  

Breath of heaven, hold me together, be forever near me, breath of heaven.                                  

Breath of heaven, lighten my darkness.  Pour over me your holiness,                                      

for you are holy, breath of heaven.   

Do you wonder as you watch my face, if a wiser one should have had my place?  

But offer all I am for the mercy of your plan.  Help me be strong, help me be… 

help me.  Breath of heaven, hold me together, be forever near me, breath of 

heaven.  Breath of heaven, lighten my darkness, pour over me your holiness, for 

you are holy.   

Amy Grant 

 

 



 

Gathering Song                                 Advent Gathering Song 

Come, come Emmanuel.  Come, Emmanuel. 

Text: James J. Chepponis, b. 1956 Tune:  James J. Chepponis, b. 1956 ©1995, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Greeting  

Confiteor 

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,                                                         

that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,                                                         

in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,                                                              

through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;                                          

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints,                                              

and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

 

 Opening Prayer  

 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD          

  

First Reading                   2 SM 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16                      
 

A reading from the second book of Samuel 

 

When King David was settled in his palace, 

and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every side, 

he said to Nathan the prophet, 

“Here I am living in a house of cedar, 

while the ark of God dwells in a tent!” 

Nathan answered the king, 

“Go, do whatever you have in mind, 

for the LORD is with you.” 

But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and said: 

“Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: 

Should you build me a house to dwell in?’“ 

 

"'It was I who took you from the pasture 

and from the care of the flock  

to be commander of my people Israel. 

I have been with you wherever you went, 

and I have destroyed all your enemies before you. 

And I will make you famous like the great ones of the earth. 

I will fix a place for my people Israel; 



I will plant them so that they may dwell in their place 

without further disturbance. 

Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old, 

since the time I first appointed judges over my people Israel. 

I will give you rest from all your enemies. 

The LORD also reveals to you 

that he will establish a house for you. 

And when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors, 

I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, 

and I will make his kingdom firm. 

I will be a father to him, 

and he shall be a son to me. 

Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me; 

your throne shall stand firm forever.'” 

 

The word of the Lord.    Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm      Ps. 89-I Will Sing of Your Love 

I will sing of Your love.  I will sing of Your faithfulness.                                                          

All the heavens will praise.  No one compares to You.                                           
  John Dyer                                                                                                        

 

 

Second Reading       ROM 16: 25-27 

 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Romans 

 

Brothers and sisters: 

To him who can strengthen you, 

according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 

according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long ages 

but now manifested through the prophetic writings and, 

according to the command of the eternal God, 

made known to all nations to bring about the obedience of faith, 

to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ 

be glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

The word of the Lord.    Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 

  

Gospel Acclamation     

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
John Dyer                     

 

 



Gospel Reading       LK 1: 26-38 

A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke 

Response: Glory to you, O Lord 

 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God 

to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, 

to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, 

of the house of David, 

and the virgin’s name was Mary. 

And coming to her, he said, 

“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” 

But she was greatly troubled at what was said 

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

Then the angel said to her, 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favor with God. 

 

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall name him Jesus. 

He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, 

and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

But Mary said to the angel, 

“How can this be, 

since I have no relations with a man?” 

And the angel said to her in reply, 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 

Therefore the child to be born 

will be called holy, the Son of God. 

And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, 

has also conceived a son in her old age, 

and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; 

for nothing will be impossible for God.” 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 

May it be done to me according to your word.” 

Then the angel departed from her. 

 

Presider: The Gospel of the Lord. Response: Praise to you, Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Homily 

 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,                                                                                                     

Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,                                                     

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,                                                          

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;                                                 

he descended into hell;                                                                                                                     

on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,                                                         

and is seated at the right hand of  God the Father almighty;                                                                     

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.                                                                       

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,                                                                                 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,                                                                           

the resurrection of the body,                                                                                                                               

and life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST          
  

Preparation of the Altar                        Not That Far From Bethlehem 

 

Underneath the stars, just a simple man and wife,                                                                       

somewhere in the dark His words cut the silent night.                                                                          

Take my hand for the child that you carry is God’s own                                                                            

and though it seems the road is long… 

We’re not that far from Bethlehem, where all our hope and joy began                                                        

for in our arms we’ll cherish him.  We’re not that far from Bethlehem. 

 

Let us celebrate (as the Christmases go by) learn to live our days (with our hearts 

near to the child) Ever drawn, (ever drawn), ever close, (ever close)                                                       

to the only love that lasts and though two thousand years have past… 

We’re not that far from Bethlehem, where all our hope and joy began                                                      

for when our hearts still cherish him.  We’re not that far … 

We’re not that far from Bethlehem where all our hope and joy began                                                     

for when our hearts still cherish him, we’re not that far … we’re not that far… 

from Bethlehem. 

Point of Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INVITATION TO PRAYER  

  

Priest:  

Pray, brothers and sisters  

That my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable  

to God, the almighty Father.  

 

Response:  

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  

for the praise and glory of his name,  

for our good and the good of all his holy Church 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

  

Priest: The Lord be with you.  

 Response: And with your spirit.  

Priest: Lift up your hearts.  

 Response: We lift them up to the Lord.  

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 Response: It is right and just.  

  

Holy, Holy, Holy  

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest!                                                                    

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.                                             

Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest!                                                        

Hosanna in the highest!  Hosanna in the highest! 

Memorial Acclamation  

Save us, Savior of the world                                                                                                           

for by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. 

 

Amen                                                                                                                                           

Amen, amen, amen.  Amen, amen amen. 

The Lord’sPrayer  

Sign of Peace   

Priest: The Lord be with you.        Response: And with your spirit.  

 

 



Lamb of God  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, 

have mercy on us. 

Living Bread, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us, 

have mercy on us.                                       

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace, 

grant us peace, Lamb of God. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

  

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God,  

behold him who takes away  

the sins of the world.  

Blessed are those called  

to the supper of the Lamb.  

Response: Lord, I am not worthy  

that you should enter under my roof,  

but only say the word  

and my soul shall be healed.   
  

 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION   

 My Jesus,  

I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.                                                                                                      

I embrace You as if You were already there                                                                                       

and unite myself wholly to You.                                                                                                        

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Song   Come Thou Font of Every Blessing 

 

Come thou font of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace.                                                             

Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.                                                    

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above,                                                    

praise his name I’m fixed upon it, Name of God’s redeeming love. 

 

Hither to thy love has blest me, thou hast brought me to this place.                                                         

And I know thy hand will bring me, safely home by thy good grace.                                                     

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand’ring form the fold of God.                                                 

He to rescue me from danger, bought me with His precious blood. 

 

Oh to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!                                                                        

Let thy goodness like a fetter bind my wand’ring heart to thee.                                                                    

Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love.                                                              

Here’s my heart Oh take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.                                                  

Here’s my heart Oh take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 

    

Closing Song            O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 

O Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel.                                                          

That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Wisdom from on high.  Who order all things mightily;                                            

to us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go.  (Refrain) 

 

O come, O come, great Lord of might.  Who to your tribes on Sinai’s height                                                  

in ancient times once gave the Law in cloud and majesty and awe.  (Refrain) 

 

O come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, from ev’ry foe deliver them.                                                                  

That trust your mighty power to save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  

(Refrain) 

 

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home;                                                   

make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.  (Refrain) 
 

Text:  Veni, veni Emmanuel; Latin 9th C; tr. by John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.  Tune:  VENI EMMANUEL, LM with refrain; 

Mode I; adapt. By Thomas Helmore, 1811-1890; acc. by Richard Proulx, 1937-2010, ©1975, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
Excerpts from the English translation of Lectionary for Mass © 1969. 1981, 1997, International 

Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation, (ICEL); excerpts from the English 

translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, ICEL.  All rights reserved. 

 

OneLicense.net#A-703967 

CCLI #1698257 


